Creating a Print-Ready PDF from RBI‘O ’nt

a Postscript le

File Preparation is Important

A PDF le will only ever be as good as the artwork that created it. Many of the errors that occur when creating
a PDF le are due to the choices made during the creation of the original artwork. We have highlighted the
most common faults and listed them in our Getting Artwork Ready for Print guidelines which are freely avail-
able and can be found on our website athttp://www.repropoint.com/downloadcentre

Even with print-ready artwork, not all PDF les are ideal for printing. Many contain information that is either
irrelevant for print or will severely alter the print quality. While our PDF work ow and pre ight procedures can
resolve many of the prepress issues, it wont x problems caused by bad PDF or native les.

How should a print-ready PDF le be created?
The PDF le was not originally designed for print and has many different uses.

To create a PDF that will print correctly, they should always be created by:

1. Printing to Disk as a le

2. Loading an approved or certi ed joboptions setting in Adobe Distiller and using Distiller to create
the PDFE

3. Using the Adobe PDF printer that is installed with Adobe Acrobat 6,7 or 8

4. Export a PDF directly out of Adobe InDesign CS2 using an approved or certi ed joboptions setting.

Please refer to the downloadable PDF guide for your page layout programme for instructions on how to save
a postscript le and then correctly con gure Adobe Distiller to create a clean print-ready PDF le.
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Source le Postscript le Acrobat Distiller Clean PDF
Print a Postscript le to disk using Choose an approved or certi ed joboptions ~ Adobe Distiller will create a
the correct print settings for  setting and drop the Postscript le into clean PDF that will work on
your page layout application. Adobe Distiller. any of our printers.

Never create a PDF le that is to be sent for printing by:
Using Export to PDF Iters in PageMaker, Quark or InDesign 2
Using Save As in PDF format from Illustrator, Photoshop or Freehand

Never use the PDF Writer printer driver

Never use the Save as PDF or Preview options from the Mac OS X print dialogue
window

While some of these do work on occasion, they often leave out vital font information or convert graphics
in to unusable formats. The only way to consistently create a clean, print-ready PDF le is the two step
method illustrated above.

If you have any questions regarding the correct creation of PDF les, please don t hesitate to contact us.



Downloading and Installing les Rero ’nt

to create a clean PDF

To create a print ready PDF le you will need to down- a0e Aot Ditts
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load the joboption ies that are relevant to your version Orfat Seings: sl formun FOFYi =
. Compatbility. Acrchat 4 (FOF 1.3
of Adobe Acrobat. T_hese can be found on our website at S
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These joboption les contain the correct settings to create =) () (G

a print-ready PDF for our variety of print processes.
Joboptions settings are included for Acrobat 5, 6, 7 & 8.

Also available is the Creo Distiller Assistant. This is a free e T
utility that will load every time you start Adobe Distiller and L
automatically xes any issues it nds in your PDF s. S T

All our job options are based on the ISO certi ed PDF/X-1A e i
preset which has been design by Adobe speci cally for the e e

digital print industry. We have made a few crucial changes o
to ensure that your clean PDF s print to our speci cations

on our digital printers. — - Iix
It is important to remember that if your artwork has not i Adobe

been designed correctly, the PDF creation will fail. To check Postscript le Clean PDE
that your artwork is setup correctly for print, download our
Getting Artwork Ready for Print guidelines.

Repropoint approved joboptions for creating Print-Ready PDF les

Wide_format_colour.joboptions

This joboption is based on the ISO certi ed PDF/X-1a Adobe preset. Set up for all wide
format colour artwork, it will create the smallest e size possible without detriment to
the image quality.

Small_format_colour.joboptions
This joboption is based on the ISO certi ed PDF/X-1a Adobe preset. It has been set up to

achieve the smallest les sizes by using jpeg compression whilst maintaining the highest
image quality when printing to a digital printer or press

Litho.joboptions

This joboption is based on the ISO certi ed PDF/X-1a Adobe preset. It has been set up
to achieve smallest the les sizes by using compression whilst maintaining the highest
image quality for output to Im.

**PDF/X yles will only work with Acrobat 6,7&8. Alternative PDF presets are available on our website for earlier versions

Installation of these les is straight forward. Most of the jobobtion les will install themselves into Adobe
Distiller if you double click on the joboption le. If this does not work, don t worry. We will walk you through
the installation of the various operating systems and versions of Acrobat over the next few pages.



Setting up Mac OS X to create RBI‘O ’nt

print-ready PDF les

Acrobat 5

v [gg Applications

Open the Applications folder on your Hard Drive v |"Lr:;' Adobe Acrobat 5.0

Open the Adobe Acrobat Folder
Open the Distiller Folder

Open the Settings Folder

Copy the joboptions les into the Settings folder

Open the Startup Folder

E‘ Acrobat 5.0

v L; Distiller
@Adobe Distiller 5.0

v l} Settings
sﬁg wide_format_PDFX1la
ﬁg small_format_PDFXla
ﬁg Litho_ PDFX1a

Copy the Creo Distiller Assistant into the Startup v i:; Startup

Folder

ﬁ{, CreoDistillerAssistant

v | Hard Drive
v [‘; Users
v l:; Shared
v L“; Adobe PDF 6.0

v L_’; Startup

ﬁ{, CreoDistillerAssistant

Acrobat 6

Open the Users folder on your Hard Drive
Open the Shared Folder

Open the Adobe Acrobat 6 Folder

Open the Startup Folder

Copy the Creo Distiller Assistant into the Startup Folder

Acrobat 7
Open the Library on your Hard Drive

Open the Application Support Folder

Open the Adobe PDF Folder

Open the Settings Folder

Open the Startup Folder

v m' Library
v L; Application Support
v J:; Adobe PDF

v l:; Settings
sﬁg wide_format_PDFXla
sﬁg small_format PDFXla
Gﬁg Litho_PDFXl1a

v L’; Startup

Copy the Creo Distiller Assistant into the Startup o1, CreoDistillerAssistant
Folder
Window Help
. . . o Font Locations... L
Acrobat 6 and 7 load the joboption les into Distiller Watched Folders... 3®F
using the same method. Edit Adobe PDF Settings. . ®E
Open Distiller, choose settings > Add Adobe PDF settings S R e =

Security... 35




Setting up Windows to create
print-ready PDF les

Rero int

Acrobat 5
Open Program les on your C: Drive

Open the Adobe Folder
Open the Acrobat 5 Folder
Open the Distiller Folder

Open the Settings Folder

Copy the joboptions les into the Settings folder

Open the Startup Folder

Copy the Creo Distiller Assistant into the Startup
Folder

@‘ Desktop

My Documents
= '_uﬂ My Computer
[=] =# Local Disk (C:)
= I5) Program Files
|0 Program Files
= [C5) Adobe
= |5) Acrobat 5.0
= [3) Distiller
[ﬁ Settings
:.! wide_format_PDFX1a
A Small_format_PDFX1a
d! Litho_PDFX1la

E} Startup

:ﬂ CreoDistillerAssistant

@’ Desktop

B My Documents
= 'ge My Computer
[=] =s* Local Disk (C:)
= Documents and Settings
I All Users
=l |[C5) Shared Documents
= |5) Adobe PDF

IE:] Startup

:ﬂ CreoDistillerAssistant

.:.! wide_format_ PDFXla
d! Small_format_PDFX1la
A Litho PDFXla

———

Acrobat 6 & 7

Open Douments and Settings on your C: Drive
Open the All Users Folder

Open the Shared Documents Folder

Open the Distiller Folder

Open the Adobe PDF Folder

Open the Startup Folder

Copy the Creo Distiller Assistant into the Startup
Folder

SN Help
Font Locakions. .. Chrl+L
Watched Folders. .. Chrl+F
Edit Adobe PDF Settings. .. Chrl+E

Ckrl+-Shift+E
Remove Adobe POF Settings... Chrl+R
Security, ., Chrl+5

Add Adobe POF Settings. ..

Acrobat 6 and 7 load the joboption les into Distiller

using the same method.

Open Distiller, choose settings > Add Adobe PDF settings



